DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
but still, understandable. In one of those pictures, taken in Down-
ing Street, is a figure that interests me very much. The Prime
Minister is leaning out of the window, smiling and waving.
Ministers are climbing on the railings of Number Ten the better
to see the fun. All around hysterical people* In the centre, near
the doorway of Number Ten, stands a single man apart from the
tumult, his hat on his head, his face set and grim, his eyes turned
without emotion on the Prime Minister, his hands in his pockets,
unmoved, unresponsive, critical. He looks like a man of about my
age. Perhaps he was in the war. Perhaps he saw this thing clearly
even on that hilarious night, the maddest and merriest night that
London had known since Mafcking or the Armistice. Look back
on Mafeking and the Armistice now.
Prayers of thanksgiving were offered, as prayers had been
offered for peace.
You do not need to pray for peace if you are prepared, at the
eleventh hour, to force a small and gallant country to its knees,
compel it to surrender. You can have peace. You cannot have
allies, when your turn comes.
The Archbishop of Canterbury called Mr* Chamberlain the
Happy Warrior, The Poet Laureate compared him with Priam,
King of Troy, Mr. Burgin, immoderate in his transports, called
him 'the greatest character in the world'. From The Hague
a large floral tribute was sent by air. A correspondent of The
Times suggested that 2,000,000 souvenir stamps should be printed
and the proceeds, 3^50,000, presented to him. General Smuts
said, eWe arc grateful to the four leaders of Europe ,, - A great
champion has appeared in the lists, God bless him'. In France a
subscription was opened to buy Mr. Chamberlain a chateau.
Somebody suggested that the Nobel Peace Prize, which consists of
I don't know how many pieces of silver, should be divided among
the Four Men of Munich, The Swiss Canton of Ncuchltel decided
to send a gold chronometer, A Lisbon newspaper opened a sub-
scription for a monument to commemorate Mr* Chamberlain's
'heroic action in defence of peace*. The Times said, *No conqueror
returning from the battlefield has eveJ: come back with nobler
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